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Lockwood’s Air-Cam lets pllots get unobstructed view of the ground

Continued from page 1A
onsidered as a possibility
ot the photo shoot. but
.ockwood had some reserva-

ons about flying a single
ngine-craft over such a
uge unpopulated area.

“When I asked how long it
vould take to get to civiliza-
ion if something happened.

was told it was a 21-day
valk if you are healthy. And
f you can avoid the bugs,”
~ockwood joked.

*1 was not comfortable
Tving a single-engine air-
rraft in that environment, so
| designed the Air-Cam.”
Lockwood said.

The first plane was engi-
eered and built by
Lockwood himself, and
roved to be more of an
:xperience than anticipated.

Fuel for the plane — the
same premium gasoline used
n many domestic autos —
1ad to be purchased on the
slack miarket while filming
n the Congo and then float-
=d down the river on dugout
sanoes in 35-gallon drums to
where Lockwood had a 600-
oot airstrip built.

The plane can be off the
sround in just three seconds
rom a dead stop, and can
limb to almost 10.000 feet
with still plenty of thrust.

Minimum stall speed is 39
miles per hour, but the very
fuel-efficient craft can cruise
~omfortably for six hours at
55 mph on one 28-gallon
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George Weber, director of sales and marketing, holds up a mode] of the Air-Cam.

tank of gas.

The possibility of a slow
speed of travel and the
panoramic view from up
front gives the pilot and pas-
senger that unencumbered
feeling.

“With a fixed-wing craft,
you have obstructions to the
view, but with the Air-Cam,
you see everything. It really
is breathtaking,” Lockwood
commented.

It takes 8,500 rivets to

assemble the fuselage of
each plane. Every hole has
to be drilled and deburred

and then riveted, making it a

long-term project if you
build your own.

“It can be assembied in
about three months, if you
work on it every day,”

- Lockwood said.

Another unique feature is
that the aircraft is designed
with photography in mind.

Unlike other aircraft, in

the Air-Cam the pilot and
cameras sit four feet in front
of the engines and wing.
providing a brilliant unob-
structed view of the scenery.

The company builds and
assembles about two plane
kits per month, at $99 885
each, for flying aficionados,
or those who wish to use the
built in camera mounts.

The plane weighs just a
little over 1,000 pounds
empty, and can carry just

over 1.600 pounds of human
and camera cargo when fully
loaded.

The lightweight twin
Rotax engines provide the
power and are spaced as
close together as you can get
on this push style craft
allowing the extra safety fea-
ture of having encugh power
for takeoffs and landings

with just one engine.

The specs for the little
plane are impressive —
more than 55,000 hours of
engineering went into the
current design — but what
gives Lockwood a big smile
are the adventures he has
while flying.

"The plane is really catct
ing on with those who are
seeking adventure. My son
and I flew it to Oshkosh
{(Wisconsin} a while back,
and we took time to look at
everything up there on a
whim. There are no roads tc
follow, and because of the
plane’s fuel efficient design
no worries about taking a
few minutes wondering
around looking at anything
that draws your attention,”
Lockwood said.

Oshkosh, and the
AirVenture Convention, is
the premier place to show
off experimental aircraft.

*My son was fascinated
by pit mining, and it was
really cool to see them froy
the low altitude and movin;
at that slow of a speed. Yo
could see every detail, {ron
the roads winding down to
the bottom and the vehicle:
working at the bottom,”
Lockwood said.

“It is a joy to fly. And y¢
can see everything around
you. It is like flying withai
a plane.”
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