
AirCam Heaven
A gaggle of owners bring their low-and-

slow twins to the Florida Gulf Coast to 
spend some time and do some fun flying. 
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A SHORT TIME AGO I 
spent a weekend with a 
group of 11 AirCam owners 

who flew their airplanes to Florida’s 
George T. Lewis Airport in Cedar Key, 
Florida, on the Gulf Coast to hang out 
with each other and do some flying. 

On Saturday, a group of seven air-
planes headed up the Suwannee River 
from Cedar Key to Cross City. The 
flight, if flown in a straight line, would 
have covered a distance of 32 nm and 
taken about half an hour. Somehow in 
the AirCams, we managed to turn that 
into a 90-minute one-way trip. This 
airplane really is all about the journey 
and not the destination. 

In case you haven’t heard of it, the 
AirCam is a one-of-a-kind airplane, an 
amateur-built two-seater powered by a 
pair of 100 hp Rotax four-stroke engines 
burning about six gallons per hour total. 

Company founder and owner Phil 
Lockwood originally designed the 
AirCam in the early ’90s as a one-off 
project for a National Geographic So-
ciety expedition to the Ndoki Rainfor-
est in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. The heavily forested Ndoki of-
fers no emergency landing options, so 
the only choice if you lose an engine is 
to have another one in reserve. Operat-
ing off an improvised strip in the forest, 
the AirCam worked like magic; the Na-
tional Geographic story featured images 
of the rainforest the likes of which had 
never been captured before.

The project changed Lockwood’s 
career. Shortly after the story appeared, 
the phones at Lockwood Aviation 
started ringing. It wasn’t long before 
the AirCam was a product. 

About 15 years later Lockwood has 
sold more than 160 kits for the Air-
Cam. A complete kit (minus avionics 
but including the engines) costs around 
$100,000. For more information, check 
out aircam.com. For more pictures and 
expanded coverage, including more de-
tails about Lockwood and the history of 
the AirCam, visit flyingmag.com. 





[ CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT ]

George Weber is in the front seat 
and Paul Cartwright in the back of 
Cartwright’s beautiful “John Deere” 
AirCam on a morning flight over Flor-
ida’s northern Gulf Coast. The tractor 
maker’s famous motto, “Nothing runs 
like a Deere,” reminded Cartwright of 
Lockwood’s saying, “Nothing flies like 
an AirCam.” Cartwright painted his 
’Cam in John Deere yellow and green 
to drive the point home. 

AirCam designer Phil Lockwood has 
flown the AirCam in some of the most 
remote and beautiful locations on 
Earth. Lockwood originally designed 
the airplane for photographing the 
Ndoki Rainforest in the Congo for a 
National Geographic story.

An early morning shadow of an Air-
Cam over a remote Gulf Coast beach.

Henry Hinman flies his AirCam on 
wheels low over rows of pulp trees near 
Cross City, Florida. 





[ CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT ]

Despite its unusual appearance, the 
structure of the AirCam utilizes mostly 
conventional aircraft materials and 
design. The wing, tail and fuselage are 
from built-up aluminum, and flying 
wires (on both the wings and tail) are 
used for additional torsional stability.

Paul Cartwright flies his John Deere-
inspired AirCam close to the trees along 
the riverside. A commercial real-estate 
developer, Cartwright flies his AirCam 
from a small strip near his home in 
central Florida on many early mornings 
“just as the sun is coming up.” It’s a 
great way, he says, to start the day.

Anita de Villegas owns this beautiful 
AirCam, which she completed in 2009. 
De Villegas uses her AirCam to take 
friends “gator watching” on the Ockla-
waha River near her home in Florida. 

Joy Hampp directs a network of 
whale spotters along the Atlantic coast 
and uses her AirCam to photograph the 
whales. Her work has helped create a 
database of the endangered mammals.



[ CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE ]

Paul Szott makes the most of the 
fading daylight as he flares over the 
threshold on the last flight of the day. 
Szott needed all of about 200 feet to 
bring his AirCam to a stop. 

Splashing down on the glassy  
Suwannee River is John Shaw’s gor-
geous AirCam, outfitted with Clamar 
amphibious floats. A retired airline 
pilot, Shaw flies his ’Cam all over  
the country.

Henry Hinman in his red AirCam 
follows a bend of Florida’s Suwannee 
River. With its great visibility, easy 
maneuverability and slow forward 
speed, the AirCam is the ideal low-
and-slow terrain hugger. But the best 
part is, in case of engine failure, it’s 
got two. 

For additional stories, photos and video of 
the AirCam, download the expanded Jan-
uary issue on the iPad at the iTunes store.
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