








here's something I'll bet you've never 
done before In a piston-powered twin 

the 'built-in headwind' provided by the 
parasol wing, fixed undercarriage and 

centreline, and also 
the relatively high 
thrust line. 

and only a small amount of right rudder 
was needed to keep the ball centred. 
Initially I just flew around for a while 
to acquaint myself with its asymmetric 
characteristics. These are so subtle as 
to be al ost unnoticeable. The surplus 
of power means that the performance 
- although significantly degraded - is 
still comparable to many light aircraft. 
and as the engines are very close to the 
centreline the rudder pedal forces are 
very low and easily manageable, even in 
turns. I now realised why there isn't a 
rudder trimmer - it doesn't need one. 

"Pretty benign, eh Dave?" Phil 
observed over the intercom. "Now 

- go ahead and make a climbing turn, 
into the dead engine!" This was a 
,"equest that (with the exception of the 
Adam ASOO centreline-thrust twil") that 
I tested in 2003), I would probably have 
turned down. However the remarkable 
tractability of the AirCam had already 
impressed me so much that without 
a second's hesitation I rolled left and 
simultaneously pulled the nose up into 
a climb while opening the throttle on 
the live engine. As with every other 
manoeuvre I tried, this was very easy. 
The rate 01 climb was in excess of 
500ft/min, at the Vyse of SOkts, While 
Ymca is an astonishing 40kts. 

I must admit that while studying the 
specifications of the AirCam before 
the flight. it had occurred to me tha a 
useful load of 291kq did not sound like 
a lot for a 200hp machine. I suspect 
tha the 763kg MAUW is extremely 
conservative, and is primarily to ensure 
its remarkably safe single-engine 
performance. To put this into context. it 
is possible to take off, at MAUW, on one 
engine! 
Suitably impressed, I started the 

shutdown engine and slowly warmed 
it up before increasing power. An 
examination of the cruise revealed - as 
I'd expected - that despite the 200hp, 

myriad struts and wires means that the 
AirCam is no speedster. That said, it has 
not been designed to go fast. as it is the 
type of vehicle in which the Journey is 
at leas as important as the destination. 
It is much more fun to bumble along 
at 500ft in Win-engine safety While 
taking in the view trom this amazing 
'ar"mchair in the sky'. With this in mind, 
I descended to ultra low-level over the 
lake for some 'gator spotting', I am 
reliably informed that Lake Istokopoga 
is home to around 10,000 of these qiant 
reptiles, so while skimming along 10ft 
above the water I certainly appreciated 
the value of two engines! Before we 

From this angle you 
can clearly see how 
close the engines 
are to the fuselage 

Astep on the right 
side provides access 
to the front cockpit. 

Lelt: These pictures 
were taken from 
two of the camera 
mounts filted to 
the aircraft. (Philip 
Lockwood) 

RiQht: Behind the 
rear seat and located 
almost exactly on 
the CG is a capacious 
cargo bay. 

returned to Sebrinq. Phil briefly took 
control to demonstrate how to escape 
from a box canyon. As we crossed the 
shore he swiftly pUshed the hrottles 
wide open, hauled the nose up into a 
tight spiral, and we went stra"ght up 
without actually going along. Having 
climbed woott in 30 seconds, I looked 
over the side, and we were still over 
exactly the same spot! 
As we approached Sebring. I made the 

standard radio call, and was astonished 
whel") someone asked: "Is that Dave 
Unwin?" I answered in the affirmative. 
and Cirrus Design's Paul Sallach (with 



LOCKWOOD AIRCAM 

.. DIMENSIONS whom I'd floWfl a G3 the previous year) wind had s rengthened considerably, 

LENGTH 8.2m 27ft Gin replied: "Thought so!" but despite this and the size of the fin, 
In the circuit the AirCam continued to any tendency to weathercock was easyHEIGHT 256m 8ft 4in 

impress. I flew a series of circuits with to control. 
WING SPAN 10.9m 36ft Gin different amounts of flap, and made Back at Lockwood Aviation I noted 
WING AREA 19.04m< 20Ssq ft both 'wheel' and three-point landiflgs. that the ramp was practically deserted, 

.. WEIGHTS AND LOADINGS AU the landings were very easy, and so I amused myself with some very 
with a threshold speed of 40kts I tight turns by forcing the tailwheel E:MPTY WEIGHT 472kg l,040lb 
could also clearly see that with only into 'swivel' and then pivoting around 

MAXAUW 763kg 1.6801b a small headwind an experienced one wheel, This really is a remarkably 
USEFUL LOAD 291kg 6401b AirCam pilot could almost 'hover' controllable machine. 'also noted that 
WING LOADING 40.07kglm2 B.191b/sq It down to the ground. Of course, the temperatures of the pust1er engines 

as it has low inertia and high drag had stayed in he green the whole time POWER LOADING S.l1kglkW 8.41blhp 
(particularly when the engines are - an advafltage 01 being liquid"cooled, 

FUEL CAPACITY 1061it 23.3 Imp gal 
at idle, as the " , Overall, I was 

BAGGAGE CAPACITY 150kg 3301b two fixed pitch IT S A REAL immensely impressed 

~ PERFORMANCE props create a 'MAGIC CARPET RIDE'!" by the AirCam, as 
considerable was Fletch. It offers VNE 96kts 178km/h 
amount of drag) the Air Cam 1'11111 slow mUlti-engine safety, ultralight-type stall 

CRUISE 8Gkts 148kmlh 
rapidly. Consequently (and partiCUlarly speeds, plus exceptional visibility, In 

STALL 33kts 61kmlh if you use full flap) you must monitor fact. it has all the advantages of a high 
CLIMB RATE 2,00Gft/min 10m/sec the airspeed very carefully. Once you wing and a low wing, due to the tandem 

flare, it bleeds energy extremely quickly, seating under a parasol wing. Take it$.£. SERVICE CEILING lO,oooft 3,000m 
and the POH actuaHy recommends from me - it's a real 'magic carpet ride'! 

.. ENGINES 
carrying power into the flare until Would I want one? Well, I wish that Key 

2 x Rotax 912S liquid-cooled flat-fours, producing 100hp you've logged a few hours on type, The Publishing would trade the Basset in 
(74.S7kW) each at S,800rpm demonstrated crosswind component for one (although the Chair'man might 
.. PROPELLERS is surprisingly high at 12kts, although I not agree!) It really is an amazing 

would think that (except in very unusual machine for aerial photography, soWarp Drive composite three·blade fixed pitch 
circumstances) you could always find on this occasion I think photographer 

.. MANUFACTURER 
a hundred metres of ground that were Fletch should have the last word. As 

Lockwood Aircraft Corporation into wind. he climbed out, he grinned and said: 
Sebring, Florida 33870. USA I also asked Phil to demo a sl-Iort field "We've got to get one of these thinC)s!" 
Tel: 001 B63 655 4242, Fax: 001 863 655 6225 take"off, and this was a real eye-opener, I wasn't surprised that he liked it. The 
Email: lockwood@digital.net, Web: www.lockwoodaircraft.com I doubt if we even used 50 metres! AirCam does exactly what it says on 

While taxiinC) back, I noted that the the fin. • 
It is great fun to bumble 

along in twin-engine 
safety while taking in the 

view from this amazing 
'armchair in the sky'. 


