














LOCKWOOD AIRCAM

» DIMENSIONS
LENGTH

HEIGHT

WING SPAN

WING AREA

» WEIGHTS AND LOADINGS
EMPTY WEIGET
MAX AUW

USEFUL LOAD

WING LOADING
POWER LOADING
FUEL CAPACITY
BAGGAGE CAPACITY
» PERFORMANCE
VNE

CRUISE

STALL

CLIME RATE

S.E. SERVICE CEILING
» ENGINES

8.2m
2.56m
10.8m
19.04m?

472kg
763kg
291kg
40.07kg/m?
5.11kg/kW
106 lit
150kg

96kts
80kts
33kts

2,000ft/min

10,0001t

27ft Oin
8ft 4in

36ft Cin
205sq ft

1,0401b
1,6801b
6401b
8.151b/sq ft
8.4lb/hp
23.3 Imp gal
3301b

178km/h
148km/h
61km/h
10m/sec
3,000m

2 x Rotax 9125 liguid-cooled flat-fours, producing 100hp

(74.57kW) each at 5,800rpm
» PROPELLERS

Warp Drive composite three-blade fixed pitch

» MANUFACTURER

Lockwood Aircraft Corporation
Sebring, Florida 33870, USA

Tel: 001 B63 655 4242, Fax: 001 863 655 6225
Email: lockwood@digital.net, Web: www.lockwoodaircraft.com
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whom I'd flown a G3 the previous year)
replied: “Thought so!"

In the circuit the AirCam continued to
impress. | flew a series of circuits with
different amounts of fiap, and made
both ‘wheel’ and three-point landings.
Ali the landings were very easy, and
with a threshold speed of 40kts |
could also clearly see that with only
a small headwind an experienced
AirCam pilot could almost 'hover'
down to the ground. Of course,
as it has low inertia and high drag
(particularly when the engines are
at idle, as the
two fixed pitch
props create a
considerable
amount of drag) the Air Cam will slow
rapidly. Consequently (and particuiarly
if you use full flap) you must monitor
the airspeed very carefully. Once you
flare, it bleeds energy extremely guickiy,
and the POH actually recommends
carrying power into the flare until
you've logged a few hours on type. The
demonstrated crosswind component
is surprisingly high at 12kts, although |
would think that (except in very unusual
circumstances) you could always find
a hundred metres of ground that were
into wind.

| also asked Phii to demo a short field

take-off, and this was a real eye-opener.

| doubt if we even used 50 metres!
While taxiing back, | noted that the

“IT’S A REAL
‘MAGIC CARPET RIDE’!”

wind had strengthened considerably,
but despite this and the size of the fin,
any tendency to weathercock was easy
to control.

Back at Lockwood Aviation | noted
that the ramp was practically deserted,
so | amused myself with some very
tight turns by forcing the tailwheel
into ‘swivel and then pivoting around
one wheel, This really is a remarkably
centrollable machine. | also noted that
the temperatures of the pusher engines
had stayed in the green the wnole time
- an advantage of being liquid-cooled.
Qverall, | was
immensely impressed
by the AirCam, as
was Fletch. It offers
multi-engine safety, ultralight-type stall
speeds, plus exceptional visibility. In
fact, it has all the advantages of a high
wing and a low wing, due to the tandem
seating under a parasol wing. Take it
from me - it's a real ‘'magic carpet ride'l

Would | want one? Well, | wish that Key
Publishing would trade the Basset in
for one (although the Chairman might
not agree!) It really is an amazing
machine for aerial photography, so
on this occasion | think photographer
Fletch should have the last word. As
he climbed out, he grinned and said:
“We've got to gel one of these things!”
| wasn't surprised that he liked it. The
AirCam does exactly what it says on
the fin.

It is great fun to bumble
along in twin-engine
safety while taking in the
view fram this amazing
‘armehair in the sky’.




