











FLIGHT TEST
LOCKWOOD AIRCAM

Control around
all three axes is
extremely good.

As you'd |
imagine, the large
parasol wing, bid
amphibious floats
and numerous struts
and wires all create
a fair bit of drag.:
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Phil also demonstrated yet another
corner of the envelope that is unique
to the AirCam, when he carried out
a water take-off with one engine
shut down. This was absolutely
amazing, and if there’s another
twin-engine amphib that can do this
then I'd love to know what it is. As
we climbed away on one engine this
gave me the ideal opportunity to
ascertain whether the addition of
floats had significantly degraded the
AirCam’s remarkable single-engine
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performance. Unsurprisingly, it
hadn’t. The surplus power meant
that the climb rate was still more

“The Aircam
definitely my typ
of flying machine

than adequate, while because
the engines are very close to the
centreline, the rudder pedal forces

are very low and easily manageable.
It definitely doesn’'t need rudder trim.
| could have cheerfully stayed out
on the lake until the fuel ran low,
but Phil has a busy business to run.
Eventually (and very reluctantly on
my part) we cruised back towards
Sebring. As you'd imagine, the large
parasol wing, numerous struts and
wires and big amphibious floats
ensure that for all the things that
the AirCam is good at, the one
thing it isn't is fast — even on 200hp.
However, what | wrote about the
wheeled version also applies here...
“the AirCam is the type of vehicle
in which the journey is at least as
important as the destination. It is
much more fun to bumble along at
500ft in twin-engine safety while
taking in the view.” Indeed, the
amphib is even safer, because
should you need to land then every
decent sized body of water is a
potential runway.

Lowering the wheels takes a while,
so | ensured that they were pumped
right down before joining the circuit.
Phil recommended landing without
any flap at all, as with the wheels
lowered there is so much drag that
you end up carrying quite a lot
of power into the flare. With the
engines at idle the two fixed pitch
props create a considerable amount
of drag, while the AirCam'’s basic
design and relatively light weight
means it has low inertia but high

drag. Therefore it is imperative

that the airspeed is watched very
carefully, as in the flare it bleeds
energy extremely quickly. With all the
above in mind | left the flaps up and
some power ‘on’. Consequently the
landing was perfectly straightforward
— and possibly even easier than the
taildragger version. However, it is
important to remember that your
eyes will still be a fair way above the
runway when the wheels touch.

Back at the hangar, Duncan
pronounced himself well pleased with
the air-to-airs, while | was confident
that | had more than enough data to
write a thorough flight test report.

As this had been a ‘Dawn Patrol’ it
looked like we were done for the day,
but with a grin Phil suggested we
return that afternoon, as he had a
surprise for us. This we subsequently
did, and he announced that — if

we were game — he'd arranged for
Jeremy to drive his speedboat, so
Duncan could shoot some water-to-
airs. Never having done this before
both Duncan and | were excited, so
while Phil flew Dunc over to Lake

Jackson (so he could examine the
cockpit from the perspective of a
professional photographer and
shoot some photos) | drove down to
the lake.

Here, Phil’'s son lan gamely
piggybacked Dunc to the shore, and
then in a feat of Herculean strength
conveyed me out to the AirCam.

Then commenced some of the most
interesting and exciting flying I've
ever done. With Jeremy steering,
lan acting as lookout and Duncan
snapping like a ‘gator on speed, Phil
and | chased the speedboat across
the placid waters of Lake Jackson. |
sincerely wish | were a suitably skilled
writer to be able to convey just how
much fun this was. Formating on the
speedboat was tremendous sport
and we took turns to manoeuvre the
AirCam around the boat as it surged
across the lake. Eventually Duncan
‘kissed us off’, and | broke up and
away. Now, you might think that as
I'd been up before dawn that I'd be
about ready for a beer — and usually
| would be. However, the amphibious
AirCam is just such a wonderful
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machine that | simply had to do some
more ‘splash ‘n’ dashes’. Eventually,
the light began to fade, and as the
sun sank slowly into the west we
hurried back to Sebring, landing just
after sunset. Now, regular readers
will be aware that | like to fly, and |

fly a lot. However, that day’s flying
with the amphibious AirCam definitely
ranks as one of the best I've ever
had. Nevertheless, there’s still one
corner of the envelope that I've yet

to experience, and | really need to
before | can complete my report. |
simply must fly an AirCam on skis!

Above\ll the engine
switches are on the
left cockpit sill, with
the light switches on
the right. Also on
the left are two small
toggle switches that
control the electric
flaps and trim. All
these switches are
identical, grey rubber-
covered toggles,
which is not ideal.




